CHAPTER X
TNT DISEASES
THE problem of disease incident to the manufacture
of TNT has assumed great proportions in the last few
years. Before the manufacture of TNT grew so large,
an occasional sickness or death from poisoning caused
no great comment. Now, however, with the many
plants manufacturing this material, the number of
men and women who are constantly becoming afflicted
with diseases of various natures has grown to such a
large figure that many physicians are devoting their
entire time to the conquering of TNT diseases.
To give some idea of the large number of persons who
are affected in one way or another, the following figures
are cited: Dr. Hamilton, in May, 1916, reported 703
cases of TNT poisoning, and 33 deaths resulting from
such poisoning. The Royal Society report of the same
year gives 181 cases of jaundice alone, which were
caused by TNT. The same report shows 52 deaths.
There has been considerable discussion among some
plant officials as to why the medical fraternity is unable
to check the TNT disease. I have followed quite
closely much of the research work that has been done
on this problem, and I am of the opinion that the
physicians are doing everything in their power to obtain
sufficient knowledge concerning the action of TNT so
they can., with the results obtained, lay the foundation